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Figure 1.4 Transparency of Earth’s atmosphere as a function of wavelength, showing the
depth (in km) to which photons of a given energy will penetrate before being absorbed or
scattered. The surface of the Earth is completely shielded from that portion of the spectrum

(beyond the UV) of particular relevance to high-energy astrophysics. (Imaoe courtesy of
Jerry Woodfill and NASA)
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